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Title:
A program evaluation of a seminar for children who live in children’s care homes: Young

adult volunteers as role models in a non-profit organization, Bridge for Smile

Abstract:

It 1s sometimes discussed that children living in children’s care homes may only have
lower social skills than other children, which may cause some problems and difficulties
in their lives after they leave children’s care homes. There is a non-profit organization
(Bridge for Smile) in Tokyo that aims to improve the children’s social skills by providing
a seminar conducted mainly by young adult volunteers. This study examines effects of
the seminar on children's social skills. One of the main finding was that having young
adult volunteers as role models makes a difference. This might imply that participation
of young adult volunteers would be more desirable for children’s preparation process for

leaving the care homes.
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